
Area Schools # of 
 Seniors

# of IL 
State 

Scholars

% of 
Scholars

Belleville West 509 47   9.2
Columbia 147 18 12.2
Freeburg 158 21 13.3
Gibault   71 11 15.5
Red Bud 111 12 10.8
Sparta   88   7   7.9
Valmeyer   35   3   8.6
Waterloo 200 23 11.5
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CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL

Gibault is proud to announce the students who have been recognized as 2012 Illinois 
State Scholars for their outstanding academic achievement:  Allison Farr (Immaculate 
Conception), Alaina Geppert (St. Agatha), Erin Goldschmidt (St. John-Smithton), 
Kristin Kreher (St. John-Smithton), Amber Laurent (St. John-Smithton), Natalie 
Loless (Immaculate Conception), and Logan McBride (Ss. Peter & Paul), Yosh Orlet 
(Immaculate Conception), Alexis Schrieber (Ss. Peter & Paul), Reed Spurgeon (Val-
meyer) and Hannah Wessel (Immaculate Conception).   
 
The Illinois Student Assistance Commission announced its recognition of select high 
school students as 2012 Illinois State Scholars.  Selection is based on ACT scores and 
class rank at the end of the junior year. “Illinois State Scholars represent the best in 
educational excellence in Illinois,” said John Sinsheimer, ISAC Interim Executive  
Director. “The Commission applauds their success and salutes their families and the 
teachers at Gibault on this achievement.” Gibault students continue to outperform the 
state (ACT score of 20.9) and the national (ACT score of 21.1) averages.  The Gibault 
average ACT score is 23; the average of the eleven state scholars is 30.4.   

Gibault’s Elite Eleven!
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videos and more.  They keep daily blogs full of 
reflections and questions and partake in discus-
sions with their teachers, classmates, and students 
worldwide. This type of learning changes tradition-
al textbook learning to a more social, immersive  
experience.  

It seems like a natural progression and develop-
ment in teaching.  This method allows students 
to interact with each other around the content.  It 
also lets the teacher post questions and start a 
discussion thread around a certain parts of the 
assignment.  The goal is to make the teacher more 
effective by taking away the limitations the text-
book has on the subject and therefore the student. 
Steve Blum of SonicBlum said it best, “Textbook-
less learning is like driving a car without a horse 
and carriage attached to the front.” 

Students of today have grown up with laptops, 
smartphones and learning from the internet.  A 
textbookless solution is not so foreign to them.
Their brain is already tuned into it.   It’s more  
Likely that we—teachers, administrators, parents, 

I am really excited about a new direction in which Gibault is headed—a 
“textbookless” and “paperless” school. OK, not completely without text-
books and paper but pretty darn close. And I don’t mean textbooks on 
electronic devices; instead, teachers will make resources available online 
as part of more traditional teacher lesson plans. Students learn directly 
from primary sources, research, scholarly articles, simulations, lectures,

and traditionalists—are more hesitant.  Information, resources and answers are available:  
up-to-date anywhere, anytime.  Most textbooks are likely out of date by the time they are 
printed.

Technology is just intrinsic to our students. The subject matter isn’t going to change. The 
vehicle of delivering it will.  Over the next 18 months, we will be integrating the curriculum 
into daily lesson plans for use electronically.  Some teachers have already introduced the 
concept this quarter.  They will share their experiences with colleagues as we move in this 
direction.  

Our working plan: each student will have access to an electronic device—whether it is a 
laptop or a tablet. Students who don’t have their own device can purchase one affordably 
through school.  This allows us to keep up with technology each year.  

The best part of being a small school is that it allows us to do things that bigger schools 
aren’t always able to do.  Please free to contact me with any questions, concerns or ideas:  
russhart@gibaultonline.com.  
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2011 Gibault Catholic High School Calendar Winners

JANUARY
Kenneth Kohler
Charlotte Bode
Doug Cooper
James Deterding
August Lock
Louise Kelsick
Robert & Rose Nixon
Mike Welge
Gene & Wilma Linker
Brenda Riley
Michelle Ward
Stephanie Braun
Ron Casey
Dave Roever
Brenda & Steve Davis
Dolores & Bob Dauber 
Brian Timmermann
Clare Amann
Mark & Raeleen Neary
Sheri Wombacher
Sue Lewis
Susan Mackin
Maxine Beasley
Mike & Jackie Wirth
Linda Andres
Charlie Sabo
Kevin Breitenstein
Terence McAuliffe
Bob & Jessica Wachtel
Curtis Crook
Dale & Lois Papenberg
-Bonus $100- Janet Wolff
-Bonus $200- Aaron Litteken

FEBRUARY
Betty Smith
Bret Mantia
Beth Pelate
Joseph Knaup
Dale Anderson
Alex Schmidt
Ruhi & Becky Turan
Joann Harlin
Jim  Jefferson
Jeff & Mel Schreder
Ann & Frank Hart
Barb Brouk
Barb & Mark Fiore
Kent Fischer
Jackie REIch
Paul Sydow
Alex Deatherage
Glenn McBride
Mark Davinroy
Dennis & Cindy Rueter
Lee Ann Clifton
Sr. Georgia Kampworth
Amy Hoffman
Ginger Truax
Diane Zika
Sue Wills
Kim Pennock
Sheri Wombacher 
-Bonus $100 -Jeff Rodenberg 
-Bonus $200 -Lesley & Philip 
                      Larsen

MARCH
Curt Schrieber
Steve Ward
Garrett Kohnz
Linda  Fiore
Ben Eichenseer
Linda Fletcher
John & Cindy Toal
Frank & Pat Huels
Jonathan Laurent
Mary Belz
Ira & Norma Saxton
Kay Gregorich
Joyce Crites
Steve Ward
Barb & Ken Pajares
Terri Souder
David Toal
Janet Wolff
Miriam Jung
Charlotte Gutjahr
Curt Schrieber
Pam & Mike Fournie
Rich & Donna Schilling
Brian Carr
Pat Sondag
Gina Kernan
Steve & Lynn Neff
Gabby Schmitz
Linda Schmersahl
Pat Scace
Brent HeRrmann
-Bonus $100 - Kevin McHugh
-Bonus $200 - Marlene & GenE
 	           Herrmann
april
Janice Mergelkamp
Terry Souchek
Thomas & Kathleen Crouch
Joann Kurkjian
Gail Meyer
Larry Haudrich
Ben & Alex Rongey
Tami Luellen
James Deterding
Laura Blaes
Joe & Deborah Streitz
Terry Souchek
Amy & Bob Barbeau
Rita Breitenstein
Jeanette Posey
Carleen Schreder
Joann Harlin
Eric Kohler
Scott Massie
Haley Riebeling
David Toal
Karla Halloran
Holy Name Society 
Norman Neff
Mark Libman
James Ballard
Ron Huber
Lisa McCarthy
Nick Blechle
Clay Gilpin
-BONUS $100 - Shanna Witges
-Bonus $200 - Mark Davinroy

 

may
Denise Sueme
Dan & Sue Braun
Marvin & Monica Hitzemann
Marty & Jeremy Kovarik
Paul Sydow
Glyn Ramage
Alvis & Patsy Hoffmann
Lorraine Lundy
Matt Schweizer
Julie Dooley
Bret Mantia
Scott & Kay Small
Greg Lane
Roger & Cleta Waldron
Jerry McFarland
Art & Rhonda Buckowitz
Matt Schweizer
Ian Fournie
Debbie Adams
Thomas Fruth
Shari Hasenstab Murphy
LouAnn Wolz
Margaret Raisch
Lisa Meyer
Ken & June Valentine
Amber Laurent
Janet Thomas
Denny & Linda Barbeau
Curt Schrieber
Catherine Linnemann
Karen Naumann
-Bonus $100 - Madonna Degener
-Bonus $200 - Kelly Smith

JUNE
Cierra Colbert
Deb Hulling
Michelle O’Day
Curt Schrieber
Barb Sondag
Clarence Hoeffner
Meg Bircher
Gina Kernan
Rick Post, Sr.
Lynda Fahy
Lawrence & Virginia Spier
Mike Laurent
Tom Kreher
Matt & Kathy Yarber
Terry Souchek
Kenny & Betty Meyer
Kathy Pajares
Ann & Frank Hart
Sr. Barb Kuper
Roger & Cleta Waldron
Kevin Effinger
Brian Reinholz
Diane O’Conner
Waterloo KC  
Holy Name Society 
Diane Zika
Ben Breitenstein
Karen Hollansworth
Casper & Marjorie Beelman
Terri McFarland 
-Bonus $100 - Danielle Keim
-Bonus $200 - Brenda Larson
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     “Neither snow nor rain nor heat nor dark of night…” could keep twenty-
two Gibault students and chaperones from traveling to Washington, DC  
for the 39th annual March for Life. “It seemed like every possible evil was 
trying to stop us from making this trip,” said Barb Reinholz, coordinator.  
The students were traveling with over 1,100 high school students from the 
St. Louis area with Life Really Matters.  Seventeen buses left from  
St. Clare in O’Fallon, IL, after celebrating the Eucharist with Bishop Rice 
on Friday, January 20th.  The ice spread across Illinois, Indiana and Ohio, 
turning the 16-hour trip into a 30-hour trip for some of the buses.  We were 
one of the lucky ones to arrive in only 24 hours.
     This trip is a pilgrimage, educating the students both spiritually and 
emotionally to a better understanding of the abortion issue.  Speakers, 

movies, prayer and adoration, Eucharist and Reconciliation, are all part of the total experience.  A special 
thanks to Dr. Kirk who prepared the students, with his testimony, prior to the trip.  It is hard to estimate 
how many people attended this year’s March, but having that many people together in support of LIFE 
is truly inspiring.  The highlight of the trip was seeing some of our students confront Pro-Choice dem-
onstrators in front of the Supreme Court Building.  Please keep the Pro-Life movement in your prayers, 
especially during this election year. 

The students attending were:  Adam Beccue, Tim Braun,  
Aubrey Davitz, Jacob Hempen, Caroline Kernan, Kelly Knefelkamp,  
Adam Kreher, Kelsey Osterhage, Lauren Pass, Sam Range, Andrew 
Reinholz, Matthew Reinholz, Natalie Schweiger, Will Shepherd, 
Devin Vonderheide, Ellie Wessel, and Samantha Wilke.
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2011 Gibault Catholic High School Calendar Winners
JULY
John Henry Schmitt
Jerome Weiler
Karen Waterman
Brianne Massie
Gina Haberl
Jackie Thomas
Thomas & Kathleen Crouch
Steve Wolf
Cindy Salman
Maribeth Hollinshead
Ruth Wittenauer
Donna Rheinecker
Brian & Melanie Weiler
Larry & Mary Ann Branz
Jonathan Laurent
Jessica Gianino
Amy & Steve Novario
Randy Unterseh
Maxine Crosson
Matthew Reinholz
Greg Brouk
Lois & Roger Smith 
Elizabeth Fields
Pat Row
Steve Reich
Karen Schaefer
Stephen Wise
Bill Killy
Sherry Kapp
Dave Shields
Sandra Whitworth
-Bonus $100 - Curt Schrieber
-Bonus $200 - Jeff Bergmann
 
AUGUST
Lorraine Davis
Margaret Raisch
Lucy Osterhage
Pat Herzing
Gary Ridenhour
Rick Wittenauer
Tim Racz
Fr. Blaes
Jennifer Walker
Mark Kohler
Christine Kohler
Ruth Wilke
Tom Enright
Steve & Donita Wightman
Marty & Jeremy Kovarik
Anthony Roth
Bob & Jennie Griffin
Brett Hart
Scott Govier
Bob & Jessica Wachtel
Dave Workman
Michael Schorn
Tiffany Kenner
Steve Reich
Minnie Blackburn
Brad & Claudia Papenberg
Jill Papenberg
Cheryl Hentges
Patti Muich
Brad & Amy Albrecht
Anna Kipping
-Bonus $100 - Tom Braun
-Bonus $200 - M. Huddleston

SEPTEMBER 
Tim Racz
Mary Benson
Thomas & Kathleen Crouch
Margaret Raisch
Jeanette Posey
Katy Gyore
Fay Stamm
Emily Gordon
Andrew Braun
Diane Zika
Martin & Mary Lesko
Lynda Fahy
Robert Garner
Lorraine Lundy
Lynn & Brad Horky
Lauren Crayne
James Huber
Janet Wissely
Gail Meyer
Doug & Beverly Epplin
Pat Herzing
Julie Wittenstrom
OlivIa Hollman
Glyn & Sandy Ramage
Mike Kirk
Pat Huff
Barb Brouk
Anthony Roth
David Buettner
Nathan & Kara Schreder
-Bonus $100 - Mary Gotto
-Bonus $200 - Gabby Schmitz
 
 
OCTOBER
Pam Hendrix
Allie Farr
Susy Heavner
Jenna Dunker-Schneider
Cathy Reich
John & Bethani Shepley
Butch & Verla Hoffman
Brian Timmermann
Eula Bershe
Tony Francescon
Constantine Family 
Kyle Everett
Robert Koberlien
Terry Schreder
Fr. Carl ScherrER
Joe O’Conner
Paul Juengling
Dennis Greten
Angie Davis
Keith  & Cathy Huels
Jim Yaekel
Andrew & Dorothy Lamczyk
Joanne Patterson
Mary McManus
Clyde & Ann Canman
Grace Wolf
Vincent Beckerle
Don Schmidt
Pete Wessel
Nikki Schmidt
Mary Lamie
-Bonus $100 - Marie Kelley
-Bonus $200 - Hattie Keller

NOVEMBER
Ann Haubrich
Joe & Judy Gundlach
Terry Souchek
Carol Miller
Anne Wittenauer
Tom Farr
Shari Money
Lee Ann Clifton
Lois Muertz
LuAnn Gregson
Mary Lamie
Gloria Donjon
Mike Laurent
Margaret Raisch
Jeremy Mees
Tammy Brinkmann
Carl Niermann
Suzanne Wiegand
Marty & Jeremy Kovarik
Kimberly Grace Edwards
Jackie Hogrefe
Beth Lipe
Kurt Haberl
Mike Welge
Rita Barker
Tom Kreher
George Obernagel
Rick Post, Jr.
Megan Schilling
Helen Godare
-Bonus $100 - Ray & Patty Brewer 
-Bonus $200 - JERRY & GRETCHEN 
 	           WOLKIEWICZ 
 
DECEMBER
Karen Asbury
Linda Salisbury
Mary Kennedy
Bob & Jennie Griffin
Bill Baudendistel
Colleen Hayes
Dion Scherr
Evan Ford
Christy Haudrich
Tom Enright
Jon Meyer
Tammy Read
Mark Schrader
Sarah Becker
Betty Barbeau
Lee Ann Clifton
Jane & Dave Briesacher
Sr. Georgia Kampworth
Iona Heidel
Terry Vieth
Janice Mergelkamp
Anna Kipping
Keith & Kerry Brinkmann
James & Patti Wittenauer
Bill Mohr
Jonathan Laurent
Patti Gregory
Arline Wittenauer
Doug Sondag
Ron Roever
Sharon Walls
bonus $2,000 - Chris & Judy Haberl 
Bonus $1,000 - Raeleen Neary 
Bonus   $ 500 - Jenny Posey 
bonus   $ 250 - Dan & Pam Riddall
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Even as we move into a new direction with technology, we still need to make 
physical improvements to some of the classrooms.  In the summer of 2012, 
we will begin Phase I of the renovation of the biology lab.  The first phase in-
cludes professional asbestos removal, rerouting of some gas lines and  
water lines, and structural changes; the second phase will include the new lab 
tables and technology improvements.   We are still looking for donations for Phase 
II.  Help us “Give New Life to Our Science Labs”.  You can direct your donation 
specifically for the science lab by marking the envelope “Science Lab”.  

VISION 2012-2013

REMEMBER GIBAULT IN YOUR  
ESTATE PLANNING & FINANCIAL PLANNING

Bequests:  Please consider naming GCHS in your will or revoca-
ble living trust.  You can designate a specific amount, a percent-
age, or a share of the residue.  Your gift is exempt from federal 
estate tax.  

Gifts of Appreciated Securities:   You may consider donating 
securities that have appreciated in value.  Your donation is based 
on the current value.  Your appreciated assets are transferred with-
out a capital gains tax liability.  Please consult your financial planner 
and/or attorney to discuss your personal situation.

You can contact Sev Kovarik with any questions about either one of these 
“Vision” donations at sev@gibaultonline.com or 618-939-3883.

The Gibault vision is to provide the best for our students’ 
education and future.  In the Principal’s Message, Mr. Hart 
presented our move in a new direction - the one-to-one 
(1:1) school-incorporating more technology in the class-
room. Some teachers are already using “My Big Campus” 
in their classrooms.  In order to facilitate a campus-wide

program, we need to upgrade our technology resources - this requires an upgrade 
in our wireless infrastructure, increased band width for our increased internet use, 
and new software. In addition, Gibault will be issuing tablets to all students.  To 
launch this new initiative, significant costs are involved.  Please consider directing 
your donation to the “One-to-One Classroom Project”.

BIOLOGY LAB UPDATE
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